
Trade Costs in Central Asia 
 

a quick look at data from the  
ESCAP-World Bank Trade Cost Database 



https://artnet.unescap.org/data  

https://artnet.unescap.org/data
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Contribution of natural barriers, behind-the border facilitation and 
trade-related practice to trade costs 

0-10%* 

60-90%* 

10-30%* 

Tariff Trade 
Costs 

Policy-Related 
Non-Tariff Trade 

Costs 

Natural Trade Costs 
(Geographical and 
Cultural Factors) 

Direct Behind- & At-the border Trade Costs 1% 

6-7% 

6-7% 

16-18% 

52-57% 

Availability/use of ICT Services 

Business (Regulatory) Environment 

Maritime Connectivity/Services 

Other Trade Costs 
•Indirect cost of trade procedure 
•Currency fluctuation 
•Other non-tariff barriers 

* Illustrative based on casual observation of the data only. Natural trade costs for landlocked countries may be 
outside the range shown for natural trade costs. 

Key factors in lowering trade costs –  
Asia-Pacific Perspective  
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Support from ESCAP on  

Aid for Trade Facilitation 
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 UN ESCAP :  

Asia and the Pacific Regional Branch of the 
United Nations Secretariat 

 53 member countries covering Central, 
South, Southeast, East and South Pacific 
countries 

 Mandate: Promote sustainable and inclusive 
socio-economic development in Asia and 
the Pacific - through regional cooperation 

 Areas covered: Trade, Investment and 
Innovation, Transport, Macroeconomic 
Policy, Environment, Emerging Social 
issues, Information and Communication 
Technologies… 

 Trade,  Investment and Innovation:  

(1) Trade Facilitation;  

(2) Trade Policy;  

(3) Investment and Enterprise Development;  

(4) Science, Technology and Innovation 

United Nations ESCAP 
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Trade Facilitation Programme in ESCAP 

Legislative 

Capacity 
Building Knowledge 

 Enabling paperless trade (Res. 68/3) 

 Interim Intergov. Steering Group on Cross-border 
Paperless Trade Facilitation (Res. 70/6) 

 Framework Agreement on Facilitation of Cross-
border Paperless Trade in Asia and the Pacific 

 ESCAP-WB Trade Cost Database 
 Paperless Trade Guides & Impact analyses 
 Global Trade Facilitation & Paperless Trade Implementation Survey 
 Trade Process Analysis Database 

 Business Process Analysis 
 Single Window & Paperless Trade 

Implementation 
 Trade & Transport Facilitation 

Monitoring Mechanism 
 Agricultural & SME trade facilitation 
 WTO TFA implementation support 
 UNNExT Masterclass 



     “an ongoing community of 
knowledge and practice to 
facilitate the 
implementation of single 
window and paperless 
trade in the Asia-Pacific 
region ” 

 
– Tools and guides 

development activities 
– Advocacy and Technical 

Training Workshops 
– Knowledge sharing and 

peer-to-peer support 

United Nations Network of Experts for Paperless Trade 
and Transport in Asia and the Pacific 

10 www.unnext.unescap.org 



UNNExT Single Window Implementation Toolkit for Trade 
Facilitation 

http://www.unescap.org/tid/publication/tipub2636.asp
http://www.unescap.org/tid/unnext/tools/data_harmonization.asp
http://www.unescap.org/tid/unnext/tools/business_process.asp
http://www.unescap.org/tid/unnext/tools/atf-design.asp
http://www.unescap.org/tid/unnext/tools/implement-guide.asp


Certificate on BPA for Trade Facilitation 

http://www.unescap.org/our-work/trade-investment-innovation/trade-facilitation/bpa-course  

http://www.unescap.org/our-work/trade-investment-innovation/trade-facilitation/bpa-course
http://www.unescap.org/our-work/trade-investment-innovation/trade-facilitation/bpa-course
http://www.unescap.org/our-work/trade-investment-innovation/trade-facilitation/bpa-course
http://www.unescap.org/our-work/trade-investment-innovation/trade-facilitation/bpa-course
http://www.unescap.org/our-work/trade-investment-innovation/trade-facilitation/bpa-course
http://www.unescap.org/our-work/trade-investment-innovation/trade-facilitation/bpa-course
http://www.unescap.org/our-work/trade-investment-innovation/trade-facilitation/bpa-course
http://www.unescap.org/our-work/trade-investment-innovation/trade-facilitation/bpa-course
http://www.unescap.org/our-work/trade-investment-innovation/trade-facilitation/bpa-course
http://www.unescap.org/our-work/trade-investment-innovation/trade-facilitation/bpa-course
http://www.unescap.org/our-work/trade-investment-innovation/trade-facilitation/bpa-course

